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ABSTEACT * ' ^ • . ; - 

' As an. initial effort to assess readina in 

correctional institutions, a questionnaire was sent tfo some 70 st 
directors of corrections, both adult and, juvenile , by %hB Nationa 
Clearinghouse for Offender Literacy Programs whicb is sponsored b 
the America'n Bar Association, the American Correctioha^ Associati 
and the National Association of Public Continuing and A'dult 
Education. Seventy-four percent of the Questionnaires were return 
representing 36 states plus the District of Columbia, *E^iferto R;Lco 
a.nd the U.S. Bureau of Prison's.* Some of the f ijidings a-r^ that ela 
percent of those reporting stated' that the in^''titutions*ic' their 
states are part of a local school district .^i0ne hundred percent o 
the respondents stated thai they teach reacting in -the • institution 
within their states. Tests are administei?^!^ by many agencies to^ 
varying numbers of inmates. Seventy-fiv,e/jpercent of the state 
respondents* indicated that -fehey were interested in teceiiring help 
with their reading^ improvement progranisi:: Types of assistance desi 
are discusared*. A list of responding states .and agencies is provid 
(HKH) i ' , ^ . - 
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'k'l.KARixcaiorsK I'-ok oi- i\k\i)W{ LrrKKAC'\*- prc)(;ra;\js 

^ . • ' ^ ^ ^ ^ — ' ■ 



\' >>utrii^uiiy of r)0.-State Pt^elirliinat'v 'Siit'vey ^ / 

• - ^ Stt r).i<i<;H^itt">t Mrv Ti-ainin g, To^^tin^, unci School I)istri(-t ( )t'^^ani/ation 
"3 in State C\)t^t^c^otional Systems 

August, "iM?:^, \UiVVivkn li%i\v Association; in co-sponsorship withJhe - 

Americ.an (*or'i*ccn>9.n:'il A ssc)C)a-t4aiL^nd the Natioml Association Pui)lrc ' t\)n- . ^ 
tinuine and Adult i:diu;ation, est ai>lishcd a National C'k;arin^h()usc fot\()ff end(U' f 

^ LTtoracv Ptv)itrarns.' The^pucposc of the project wis to s'tiniuiati' and provide 
national auidUnce m tlie tU"'Vdopnient of etl^^et^tive programs to^'tnJucve functional 

.illitt^racv awion^ rju-natioiVs" nu)r'^* than TpO, 000 iristi tutionaji/.ed offenders (adult 
anc.r uvemle). l^unctional /liitvr-acV (iaabilityUo ni eet minimal I'eading Remands ^ 
o%jm(')(h^rn societx^ is -a problem f-r^Hjuently encountered in-tK3r-4:^ectK;nal mstitiUions 
and an\ong convictt^d offencleTs. ..l^:vidence exi.-ts that it occur^-wath greater fre- 
quericv her*' than in the* [xipulalion al'/Tai^ge and mavindeed i)e a liarulic^ap confront- 
ing up to oru'- till rfl. of .1*11. mc arc {-rat^eti persons. A'et.-it is-difficult to imagine a 

'more crippling bar* to i-ehai)ili tata(!?>n,^x)inMiunit\ ^r/.untt'^f'ation, and productive 
u)h placemt-ru of r(?leas(^d offende rHhan inability to read and write ni a literate, 
cor^:r)le\ societv. - ' . ' • .. . « 

I • ■ ■ , ' ... 

As, an iniHal offort. fo :k-^^(\-=s ra^admg >n. ^'o rrculional institM.tio,rii^* a .quc^st)on- ^ 

naire was t ransnntttKl i)y tlu^ ^Mt%iringh6us(^ to som e^ 70' stat^(^ directors of corrcic^ 
. tions, i)oth adult -md uVenil/^y It ,wa^ fo r*warde-d witl; 'J^ introductory announecMiient 
Of^iie e\tabli-i)Tricnt^>r th(^ A H A .( 'lea langlious-e for Off/ender I, i.terac^ Programs and. 
aSnied at r\ather* univer\-Ml issues which would relate to allVsUite supported institu- 
tic\ns. The follo-wing- information is'a rcVugh summai\v of approximately 74 per*cent 
.of the'sevfutv 'nquirU's ( represc^ntitig resp^nsgs from 36 states plus' tlie District of 
ColurTibia. PiUM'N. i{ic() and rfic- f . S. hUu^c^aiyof Piuson.- r^e^turned ttwlate). 

School^ District kifo r'niut ion ^ / \ * ' * ^ 

Of diose states resporVllngf to this/ques tion: somc^ 11 percent ot lhc)S(^ report- 
Tng sav tliat'thc^ ihstit^iit i4)n.^.r-;m''th(M ry^^ are part of a^ local /School district, ^ 

(five .state's ^nd p'ue.r-to^ li i/cH , .. ( ^yi^equently ^ e(lu<A.iti()naI dec'ision.^ woj^jild^be "made" 
in ccm-itfrUtion wit[; /hat group'. percent stated that th(\y jC'.ere part of a sp^ecial 
* sc-hool distruet erc'^jted wilhni t/c'ir 'state's (15 states) i)ut. further r^esearch indicates 
t}\^it t/ii^ r]'jMi.iio:rt 'ri laht l)a\e/b((-n ^niscon^^^ and that, considerai)ly few^er states^ 



have actually created a special school .district to handle publi/e educa'tion 
within correctional facilities (adult and juvenile^"' 

' InsJ:ituti6iTs Teaching Reading ^ ^ 

^ iOO percent^of the respondents have stated tiiat they teach reading in the 

institutions within their states (or^dep^rtmentAs in the instances when' two report 

from one state were returned - one. adult and fone youthroriented, " . 

' . ^ \ \ ' ' / *' ~ - ' 

Testiiig in the Area of Readiifg - ' • • ■ . 

^ ; Pver 95 percent of the agem:ies T^porting (31 states plus D. C. and the 
Federal Bur^u of Prisons)' stated they did'administer tests tp inmates of vary- 
ing numbers at certaih points djiring their incarceration. 48^p^cent stated that 
stll inmates we^^ tested. Of the Remainder, only three respondents (or about' 
five percent) stated .they- did no testing. This will change in ohe state in 1974 
.when they wi 11' begin-testing all i^icoming Inmates. The rerciainder reported that 
they test less than IQD percent of the-inmates at some time during their-stay 
in correctionsfT^nstitutions. This occurred mainly when an individual entered 
an education pVo\ram, ABE (Adult Basic Education) or GED (Genera];' Educational 
Development). ^ ' " 

Assistance wi^h Reading Prpgrams . ^ • 

V The final question dealt with interest on the part of states in receiving help 
with their reading' iniprovement thrusts. . 



o' -Of those r esponding to this question 75 percent (29 states plus Puerto 
Rico and the Federal Bureau of Prisons) replied that fehey .would be inter^ste 
in ^ome type of assistance; 15 percer^ we/e not interested in assi'stahpe and 
slightly more Jhari seven percent gave a oranditional response. 

?ven more inteT>esting thflln the statistics are the types of assistance that 
,were mentioned as having a high priority. Following is a summary of those 
:comments: . ' , ' • 

\^ ^ /' 

• . Th.ere were a great number of statements which ^efei**red to the desire- for 
information about new material of a high adult interest level, hm written with 
a low readings level. Included in this genei^al category were interest in ^'best 
approaches: and multi-media types oMhaterial which would t^d to motivate 
some individuals who have not^related to prin): m'aterials in a^ positive mariner. 




• Assessment of^readiftg needs with nloi^e specificity surfaced in a number of 
questionnaires. A closely relajted topic thaf of choosing appropriate materials' 
was also offconcern. " / , " * . ' q ;^ 

States with verified special "corr*ectional school districts'' and their dates of 
statutory authorization are Illinois- (1961) /-Connecticut (1969),CTexas {1911% 
New Jersey (1972); and Ohid, by virtue of prior permissive legislation, by the 
State Board of^Education (April, 1973). * ~ 



« Recent r§sear(!h on effective methods and systems was mentioned r nmnh^v/ 
of times, as being of- primQ Lr/teVest. , 

f Information on learning disabilities' and Jiow to cope with them was^oVj^oncern 
to a lesser number of respondents. . 



• in-service, training and upgrading of staff was of concern to three 
Prrograms'' and (of ieGhniques which could be, usecj in this effort are b|^' 
sought. * : . . ■ ^ 



# : A. substafltial -nximber of sta^t^s. were interested in ^^taining infpfe 
from iristitutiDns or other states abotit program^s. which ''work*'. #here':is a 
•de^finite interest iri a two-Wy -scaring of inforination. concerning tea 
approaches. • " • . . \ / 

• Finally,- there was one response wtAch indicated an interest /in materials which 
were deyelofied for Spanish- speaking Americarffe. and for speci/ic et^ic groups. . 



/ 

it should be pointed out that even tfaough "the sample size v^a^'/veryy' small the 
power repneserhted % a sirigle response? is.fluite gi^ea^. The survey population 
heire' was whole ;state- systems- rkther tha?i individual prisons, jails or other 
correctional facilities: A single state 're s^^^^^ therefore., car^/ reflect a vast 
•amount of interest in ci\ category or "problem related to reading |h general. This 
sample then,, withth the, narrow limits of tHe.brief ■questionnaire^ inquiry, reflects 
the thinking, some of the operatiofial patterns, ^and the conqerKjs of a majority 
of the nation' s; correctional adrnp one of the 

instructional processes for whi;fch insto prpgrams are - 

responsiMe. ■ '■ ' , ' , \, ■'■ ' < 

In October of 1973, a comprehensive aoid rxiuch -more detailed supvey on , 
reading and basicjnstructioji, in correctional institutions was. undertaken by the 
Clearinghouse for Offender Literacy Programs. This wen) to all cp^rectiohal 
institutions reporting An educktional program (adult' and juvenile) instead of the 
50-state departments. Results are escpected to be available in early' 1974. 

■:. ; , : ^ ■■, .■ ^ - - 



The follo.w-ing is a summary of ^felected data contained" in the\report. 



LIST OF RES PONDING . St A tES AND;.^G ENCIES 
— \ — — r~P T^': =^ ' ~ 



1.. Alabama State Board of :Cor|-ections .*» 



2. Alaska 



37 Arizonait 



. ^Department of Hea|h & Welfare, Division of Corrections 
Department of Xbr|ections 



V 



4.- 



Respbnding Stateg & AgenciesMcontd. ) 



/ 



4. Arkansas-!* ^ Department of Corrections; t)epartmerii: of Social and' " . 

Rehabilitation Services - Juvenile £er\fices 

5. ^California Dep^fHiQ^^t of Corrections; Departm-ent-of Youth Authority » 



6/' Colorado^=4 



Division of Correcticms; Division of Youth Services 



7. Connecticut^' Department of .Corrections;" Department of Children and Youth 



1. Delaware-J^ 



Services 



Depsyrtment of Health ahd Social Services, Division of Adult^ 
Corrections; Division of Youth Corrections ^ 



9. Florida^i^ 
— ^r-^ — " 



10. .Georgia-'- 



14. Hawaii 



Department of Health and Rehabilitation 'Services, . Division 
of Corrections;HDivision of Youth S*ervices 

state Board of Corrections; Department of Family and 
Children^Services, Division for Childrten and Youth 

Deparfment of Social S^vices and Housing-, Corrections 
•Division <^ ' ; 



1 2. Idaho 



is/' 



Illinois- 



^ 1*4. Indiana 



15. Iowa 



V J 7. Maine 



State Board of ^Corrections 
Dep»artment of Corrections, Adult Division; Juvenile Division 
Deoartment of Co rrectiojriS * , 

D,epartment of Social Services, Bureau of Adult Correctional 
Services , . * - * , ' 



16. Louisiana ' .Department of Corrections 



18. Maryland ^ 



19. Michigan- 

20 . Minnesota 

21. • Missouri 



Department of. Mental Health and Corrections,. Bureau of 



Corrections > 



Department df Public^ Safety and Correctional Services, 
Division of Corrections; State Department or Juvenile Services 



D^partment^f Corrections; Office of Youth Se;?vices 
Department qf Corrections 
state Department of Corrections 



ERIC 
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Responding States & Agencies (contd, ) 



22. < Nebraska ^ Department of Public Ini^truction, Division of Corrections 



2a. Nevad'a 



Department of Health', Welfare and Rehabilitation 



. / 



24. - Nevt Me>xico ^ Department of Cbrre;sjtions 

25. New York^* ^ Depart;ment of Corrections; Division for Yo^thy 

26. No. C^rollna-^ ^ ^ Department of Social Rehabilitation and Control; Office of 

^ Correctijjjns 

27. No.* Dakota ^ / Division of Institution^^ 



4^ f 



28. Ohio^:^ 



Department of Rehabilitation and Corrections; Youth Comniission 



29. Qklahoma . department of Corrections • 

^ ' ^~ . / . • ■ ' ■ ' . 

30. Peri!lsylvania Department of Justice, Division of Corrections;^ Office of 

Children an;i Youth 4 

31. " Puerto Rico Department of Justice, Division of Corrections 

32. Rhodfi Island Department of Correction^ . ^ 

33. " So. '(i:arolina - Department of Coryectidns; State feoard of Juvenile Corrections 

State Board of Charities and Corrections 

department of Corrections • • 

Division of Corrections ' / 

* * * 

Department of_ Corrections ^ " 

State Department of Welfare and Institutions; Division of 
C6rreations; Division of Youth Services ' ^ 



34. 


So. Dakota 


35. 


Te2^s 


36,.' 


Utah'" . ' 


37. 


Vergyidif^ 


38. 


Virginia-!' 



3*9. Washington -'^ 



S 



De>^tm'eijiit of Social and Health Services, Correctional 
Servic^ai^uvefiile Corrections Services * " ^ 



V 



40. Wash, , D. C. > /Department of Corrections 4 

41. Wyoming* State Board of Charitt^s and Reform 



42.. EederaLBureaiu of Prisons 



\ 

4^. 



ERIC 



1* Separate adult and juvenile agency responses were received from these states. 
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' RESPONSES ON READING TESTING PROCEDURES ' . 

Questionnaire Item # 3 * " , . 

* ■ ' 

'Do you administer or obtain reading test scores for inmates in any of'yo^r 
. institutions? If yes, indicate which inmates this data is obtained for: 



. THOSE 

ENTERING 
EDUCATIONAL 



ALL FELONS • MISDE MEAN- JUVENILES 



STATE. 



INMATES 
SELECTEDl 
WITH 

SCREENINO 
TEST 



1 . ^iabama • 


X 












iS. AiaSKa 


X 


: ^ 






/ 






3. Arizona 


X 








V— 




4. Arkan'sas 


\t '■ 
. \-i 


X 






/— 




5, California 


, ■■ \ ~ 


X, 






— ^ 




b. Color ado > 




X 






~^ - 




7. Connecticut 




X 


u 









8. Delaware 


' tlD/ ■ 






- 


— — 




9. Florida , 




X 






/ 




10. Georgia 




X 










11. Hawaii 


^ ■ 


X 






— J — 




1 2. Idaho 




X 










13. Illinois 




X 










14. Indiana 




X 










15. Iowa 


^ 44$, 


X 










16. Louisiana 




T^V^ 










17. Maine 




} 




J 


X 




18. Maryland 


■ 


X ■ 






- 




19. Michigan 




i;' X, 










20. Minnesota 


: . .- i 1 

■: ' rth 


\ ' * 








• X 


21. Missouri ^ ^ 


r-ff 

• X . 






- 






22.. Npw Mexico 


X, ■ 












Zo. JNew York 




X 




..^^ 






24. No. Carolina 




X 






' ' — 7~ 


\ 


25. No. Dakota 


.X 













26. Ohio 














27. Oklahoma" 




■ V;. 










28. Rhode Island v 


X" 


1: 










29. So. Carolina 


X 








X * 


• » 


30. Sd. Dakota 






• \ 








31. Texas 












'X 


32. Utah 














33. Virginia 




■ -A. 


X 


Few 


X 


^ 1 


34. Washington' 




V'- 










35. Wash. , D. C. 


X ^ 










• ' • L. 


36. F.B. P. 




■4 










f Totals 


12 




1 




4 


3 



^-'Note: Some states may have responded for only one type of irxstttution; e.g. , juvenile, thus 

the true status may be, somewhat distorted. * , ' ' ■ » 

^ itefice's of 'one year or more 2. Expanding testing to all irlmates soon 3. Oral test only 



• 






— \> 


< 




STATES INTERESTED IN ASSISTANCE IN REJADING PRO'GRAMS 


0 






Questionnaire Iteih #' 5 " ■ - 


\ 


"Would your, department- be interested in* assistance with your current reading • 
• programs or in estab]ishing.ngcvir reading programs?" 

Unconditional Yes RespoAdants (many mentioned specific target programs 

and/or problems) \ 
' 1. ■ Alaska 16. MinnesVta- 




2. 


Arizona . . - , 


— - ,. . ( 

^ .17. Missouri 






Arkansas 


- .. f ■ "' .: ' ■ 

-^18. ^TMew York (Y) (A)' 




4. ■ 


California (Y) 


1 9/ North "Car(j);lina , 


- * 


5. 


Colorado (Y) 


. 20. North Dakota 




6. 


Connecticut (Y) (A) 


21. Ohio (Y) : 

- ir - i • ' . - • 




• 7. 


Delaware (Y) (A) 


• ' - ' 22. Oklahoma • V . 




8. 


Hawaii 


23. . Puerto Rico 




9. 


Idaho. 


24. Rhode Island 




10, 


- Illinois (Y) (A)\ 


' '25. South Dakota^ • 




11. 
12. 


Indiana * ^ 

Louisiana 

< 


^ ' 26. .Utah 

27. , Virginia_(Y) (A) ' ^ ' ^ 




13. 


Maine ^ ^ 


■ , ' 28. "Washington 




14. 


Maryland (Y) (A) ' 


29. Washington,;. D. C. ' 




15. 

m 


Michigan (A) 


30.V Federal Bureau of Prisons , . — 


* 


t * 

Qualified Yes or Perh,aps 






' 1.. . 
2. 


Colorado (A)' ' , ' 
Florida • 


3. Michigan (Y) ''^^ .. - ' ■ _ 

* • * * • ■ >* ■ ' ^ . 

• * • ' ". ^ 

' ^ 4. ^ Washington (Y) ' , — 


* 


*. Whereat was possible to differentiate between Youth (Y) and Adult .(A), it was done. 
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202/293-1712 
Statewide jail Standards 
y apd Inspection 
Systems Project ^ 
Arnold J, Hopkins 
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Comniission br^Correctional Facilities and Services 



AM5RiCAX BAR \'"^SOCiAT10N 



August 24, 1973 



13-1528 



TO AIT Directors of State Correctional Departments - Adult and Juvenile 



tie 



OuY Commission on Correct 
happy to announce-^sr^rant from 
ti^n which win make jt possible 
N^i^'ipnal Clearinghouse for Offenlier 
ingh^use is-^a joint end eavor of 
American CorrectionsTTAssociatioli 
PubTic Continuing and Adult Educfcti 
lem of 'functional illiteracy whi 
will offer guidance, help and st 
that major ^stacle to an:^effect 



onal Facilities and Services is 
United States Office of Educa- 
te establish and pperate a 

Literacy Programs. The Clear- 
he American Bar Association, 
and National Association for 
on. It will focus on the prob- 
:h handicaps so many ^offenders and 
mulation for programs to reme<Jy 
ve rehabilitative adjustment. « 



We fee] the Clearing^h 
you 'and members of your staf 
service to supply information 
and we consider administrator 
staffs, our_|irime service cli 
which prov ides i nfomaM^n in 
letter. We win be^eefc^ing infl 

nnr arpa.nf ■fntftrPQt nn a natini 




service will be of interest to , 
rogram will operate a response 
sultation on a demand basis 
yourself, and your educational 

Attached is a "project brief! 
hat greater detail than this 
atjon and building data banks in 
scale, - 



\ At the outsets ^am taking the liberty of asking your assist-, 
ance \n securing some basic information through completion of the 
attached form. This was designedyas^-a britf inquiry to avoid unnec- 
essary intrusion irito your department's work-^hedule and«hould take 

* oniy a few minutes for appropri^e, staff to handle: Yet it will be- 
coifie an important perspective do cumen-t for our Clearinghouse as we 
siek to assess the range of heeds and status of ^ ongoing activil^y 
with basic^^elkfing pro-ams. The form is being mailed to all adult 

* and juvenile Cor co mbined) state c orrections departments. 



* Thank. you for your cooperation. We are looking forward to a 
productive wof^ilig^eteftjonship and welco^ie your inquiries. 



Sincerely, 



^FJI CHARD J, 
.•Chai rmarf 



HUGHES 



JO 



cc: 



Dr. 
Mr. 



E. Preston Sharp, 
^James R. Dor! and. 
Public Continiring 



Executive Director, American CSrrectional Associ 
Execijtive Secrete^y, National Association fpr 
and Adult Education 



Dr. John He1frich, 'Dir&ttor,- Clearinghouse for Offender Literacy Programs 



' * . y [ ' ' clearinghouse for offender literacy programs • ' ^ ' 

Quest/ionnaire for State Pi rectors^ of Adult and Juvenile Corrections 

v-'- ./ ^ ■ ■. ■ ' ■ 

1. *Are the iftSti tutions in your department (or their educational Programs) 
•/incorporated or included, in terms of financial support and teaching / ^ 
resources : * , 

^ \ ,As part of the local sc^iool district ' ' * Yes ZZ7 No CU 

As part of a special school district ^ 

appVicable^ to your department Yes £Z7 . No lU 



' ' (M lTients 



2. Do you teach basrt reading in your institutions? Yes OJ EU- 
If yes,^ indicate briefly where this is done and whtft supervision is imposed by^ your 
, department: ^ ; "- . ' ■ '' - ■- — J— 



3. Do you administer or obtain reading test Scores 

for inmates in any of your institutions? ' ' Yes CJ No LU 

\(a) If yes, indicate which inmUes this data is obtained for: 



b) If yes, would siich data be=.available to the" ' : 

Clearinghouse? ^ / Yes ZZ7 N© ZZ7 

(c) If yes, give the nam^ and address of the person or office to contact for such 
, information ' . — - 



11 



w-rnr^ • [see reverse side] 



Wh& would 'be the appropriate person .in your department to consu UiJvith co ncern- 

Ing the general status of reading instruction in your state instltuttons? ^ 

* ■ • . . ^ « • ■. 



, l^ame and Title 



ress 



Would your department be Interested in assistance with, your 

current reading programs or in establishing new reading pro- j 

grams? > , . > . /Yes / 7 No ZZ7 

Comments concerning kind 'of help or information desired " 



Please attaph any reports, materials, directives, etc- which are readily available 
and describe or illustrate, your department's reading programs and basic education 

«. .. Qi . ' . ■ 

■ ■ ■ > ■ * ■ ■ . 

efforts and how they are organized. 




cial 



Name of Responding Correctional Department 



Please complete and return this form in the self-addressed return Envelope provided to 

ABA , CI e^aringhouse for Offender Literacy Pro^rams"^ ^ ' 

1705 DeSales Street, N.W. ' ' ' , 

Washingto'n, D.C. -20036 . ' • ■ 



